Well Run, Mack

Running! Running! Mack’s mind focused on running. Mack Connor had entered the first
marathon race in Victoria conducted on October 9™, 1909. The course was from Frankston to
Wesley College in Melbourne. Everyone in Geelong and the Melbourne’s running fraternity

knew him as “Mack”, but officially, he was always Adrian Ambrose Connor.

In preparation for the event, Mack used Geelong Guild Presbyterian Harrier’s last run of their
season to train for the event. He remembered that final day of competition where he came in
third behind club mates Long and Batty in the two-mile race at Geelong Racecourse. Two miles
was too short for Mack. This was just the beginning of his training. He kept running for another
twenty miles before the day was done. Two cyclists accompanied him and said he showed no
signs of fatigue. Despite a heavy head wind for part of the run, and running with nobody to pace

him, Mack covered the training distance in two hours and thirty-six minutes.

On the day of the Victorian marathon the atmosphere among spectators was electric. During the
run, some spectators had accompanied the runners on bicycles. A huge crowd had gathered at the
finish line at the Domain when the runners arrived. It was a hot day, with a strong, northerly
wind. First to cross the line was A.R. Symes from New South Wales and Mack was second, and

the first Victorian runner home. His time was a three hours, five minutes and forty-two seconds.

Mack recalled that evening at the Geelong Railway Station when he stepped off the train from
Melbourne to be greeted by seventy Guild Club members. They carried him shoulder high from
the station, placed him into a motor car and drove him to the Guild Hall Clubrooms in Myer
Street, where another one hundred members gathered to celebrate his achievement. At that time,

for the twenty-one year old, Vice-captain of the Geelong Presbyterian Guild Harriers, this was



the pinnacle of his athletic success. The Bulletin newspaper called him the “Human Kangaroo

from Geelong”.
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Visions of the past were interrupted by pain Mack felt in his chest. Each deep, controlled
inhalation and exhalation was now forced and consciously taken. His chest wound was inflicted
by a German bullet or shrapnel, at the Battle of Fleurbaix on the Western Front, in northern
France. His chest wounds had not responded to treatment. Painkillers had given him brief respite,
but the seeping, pustulating wound was still there. Infected lesions still festered and drew on his
reserves of remaining strength, leaving him in a feverish condition. Opiate based painkillers had
worked, but the sophisticated days of penicillin and anti-biotics had not arrived. Mack’s
marathon skills of grit, determination courage and endurance, that propelled him to so much

success, were needed now in his personal battle for survival.

In a delirium, his mind snapped back to happier days when deep breaths were associated with
exhilarating athletic success. Numerous wins in distance events, especially the marathon, were
always associated with the deep, nourishing breath that restored health and strength. Breaths
accompanied by the sweet scent of victory and the admiration of crowds of spectators. His first

moments of glory.

Mack had been lying on his back for eight long days in the 35" General Hospital in Calais,
hoping for recovery. He longed for the times when he could run free in his home town of
Geelong, where he was feted and famed for his distance running and respected for his work with
the Geelong Presbyterian Guild. How could this have happened? He was only twenty- eight

years old, had a bright future and a glorious past.
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Mack’s mind again wandered back to his marathon success. He was selected to represent
Victoria in the New South Wales Marathon Championship, organised by Sydney’s Newtown
Harriers Club. Mack was a Timber Sorter by trade and not financially strong. He calculated the
trip to Sydney would cost ten pounds and too much for him to pay from his salary. Guild
President, Mr D.F. Griffiths, made a plea to the Geelong community to raise funds on his behalf
to finance the journey. The community responded and Mack was presented with a purse of

sovereigns to cover his trip expenses.

Thousands of spectators lined the Sydney course on June 6", 1910. Again he ran second behind
Sime, despite achieving his best time of two hours and fifty-nine minutes. The prize for second

place was a trophy worth five pounds and a gold championship medal.

In 1910, athletics was a sport relatively new to the Geelong community. Mack was one of the
founding members of the Geelong Guild Presbyterian Harriers in July, 1908 and one of the
hardworking Presbyterian Guild members who contributed to the building of the Guild Hall at 33
Myers Street. He was heavily involved, not only in the Athletic section, but also in Bible classes
and the Literary and Gymnastic sections. Many Geelong citizens would have seen him compete
in the Geelong Football Club home games at the Oval, where the Guild competed in races at half
time. In summer, Mack played cricket, not too successfully, and was the founding Secretary of

the Newtown and Chilwell Cricket Club in 1910.
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Mack’s memories drew him back to that fateful day in Geelong on August 7, 1915 when he
enlisted in the Australian Imperial Forces (A.L.F.). It was a day that changed his life. He was

“Taken on Strength” (added to the unit) into the 22" Battalion, 8" Reinforcement.

Mack was a peace-loving man who also led Bible studies classes at the Guild Hall. Many who
knew him were surprised that he had enlisted. As a strong, committed, practising Presbyterian
who abhorred war, it seemed Mack could not sit and let others do his patriotic duty in the

nation’s hour of need.

Mack’s life as a Timber sorter seemed a lifetime away. On enlistment, his life was now out of
his control and placed in the regimented and calculating hands of commanding officers. He
recalled the sequence of events that led to him lying limp and ashen on his bed in the military

hospital.

Civilian clothes were exchanged for khaki, woollen fatigues the army provided to new recruits.
His first experience of military discipline and training was situated to the rural north of
Melbourne at Broadmeadows. From September 25" to November 22nd, 1915 Mack had

undertaken training to skill him in ways of modern warfare as an A.l.F. soldier.

The son of George and Elizabeth Connor, born in Ferntree Gully, in 1887 Mack was brother to
nine siblings. He was the fourth child born. The Connors had ten children; four girls and six
boys. Now Mack was also Private Adrian Ambrose Connor, 1D 3496, born into an ‘army
family’ that needed his young, energetic drive to fight for king and country. Mack compulsorily
wore metal tags around his neck to prove his new identity. To meet the criteria for this new life

in the Australian Imperial Forces family, he had to be:

e Aged between 18 and 45 years (he enrolled at 27 years and 9 months);



e Minimum height 5 feet 2 inches (he was 5 feet 9 inches); and

e Chest, 33 inches (fully expanded) (his chest was 34 inches — not expanded).

At 9 stone, one pound (58 kilograms), the fair haired, grey eyed young bachelor of fair European

complexion was the epitome and wholesome embodiment of the young Australian male.

Dedication toward training, that had once made him the Victorian Marathon Champion in 1909,
1910 and 1911, was redirected and refocused on new skills required to succeed in the acts of war

and self preservation.

Mack was not a stranger to team commitment, after all he had been a team member of the
inaugural Geelong to Melbourne Relay in November 1908 that delivered a message in a silver

tube from the Lord Mayor of Melbourne to the Mayor of Geelong (Alderman W. H. Higgins).
A section of the the Lord Mayor’s message on day remarked,;

“I commend the spirit in which these clean limbed, clean living lads run, for the runners receive
no reward, but they demonstrate that grit and endurance are not incompatible with Godliness

and they give every promise of being splendid citizens of our great Australian Commonwealth. ™
Those prophetic words do not fall short in describing the efforts of the new team that Mack had
joined.

New recruits arrived and camped at Broadmeadows and in vast, open fields undertook various
training roles including learning army rules and strategies, canvas tent erection and Vickers

machine gun and rifles practice. All recruits had assembly and marching drills.

Mack’s last day of training was November 22" 1915 and he departed Australia on January 5™,

1916 on the His Majesty’s Australian Troop Ship, HMAT Afric A19. Eighteen days after



departure, Mark was disembarking on February 23", 1916 in Alexandria, Egypt. From there, his
regiment was placed on a train to Cairo to journey to Zeitoun - the nearby Australian Imperial

Forces’.
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Memories of his home, school and athletic endeavours returned and filled his numbed mind with
pleasure, pride and joy. He visualised his mother, Elizabeth (estranged from her husband),
standing at the door of his home of many years in Fairview Avenue, Newtown. Nearby stood the
Chilwell State School he attended, but had to leave for work to support his large, impoverished,
single parent family. Mack later developed literary skills through the help of the Presbyterian
Guild. Over then years, he became a committee man, assistant secretary, treasurer and vice
president. Just around the corner in Fenwick Street, stood solid, imposing and noble architecture

of the Gordon Technical College where Mack studied a Commerce course at night.

While in Egypt, Mack was transferred to another brigade and battalion: the 15" Brigade of the
58" Battalion. It contained approximately 50% of Gallipoli veterans and reinforcements from the
from Australia’s 61 Battalion. The Battalion left from Egypt from Alexandria on board the HT
Transylvania and arrived in Marseille on June 23, 1916. From Marseille they were transferred to

train transport, bound for Fleurbaix in the north of France adjacent to the border with Belgium.

Little did Mack know that the 15" Brigade, of the 58" Battalion, of the Australian Imperial

Forces 5" Division, would soon engage in Australia’s first battle on France’s \Western Front.

The 5" Division was commanded by Major General James Whiteside McCay. The Division was
stationed north of the German lines in Fleurbaix. It was intended that they would engage the

Germans to seize their position, and prevent them from despatching reinforcement troops to the



major battle to be conducted in the Somme. On the evening of July 19" at 6pm. the Australians
the 61 British division were ordered to attack the German lines to the south at Fromelle.
Between the lines lay “No Man’s Land” that consisted of an area of land with trenches, large
temporary earthen fortifications called ‘breastworks’, so that defenders could stand behind them

and fire at the opposition.

The ground was boggy and small streams flowed through a flat terrain, especially one large
‘drain’ optimistically named the Riviere des Laies. The major goal was to invade the German
trenches and capture the high ground called he ‘Sugarloaf salient’ that was heavily fortified with
machine gunners. Commander of the 15™ Division was Brigadier General, Harold “Pompey”

Elliott. Mack’s 15" Brigade was the closest to this objective.

Before the attack, the military launched an artilliary bombardment, but this did not do the
damage intended. There was dust and smoke everywhere in “No Man’s Land”, but the German
machine guns kept firing. Australian troops, who peered over their parapet, were encouraged

when they saw German ‘breastworks’ being destroyed.

At 5:45 pm the 15" Division moved into their positions ready for the first assault at 6:00pm.
Soldiers were lined up in waves, ready to move forward on command. Nobody knows in which
line Mack was positioned. So confident of the effectiveness of the attack was Brigadier General
Elliott, that he told his troops they wouldn’t find any enemy in their trenches when they arrived.
However, German gunfire could still be heard above the sound of the bombardment at 5:50pm.
‘Pompey’ Elliott was positioned at a place called Trou Post, just a few hundred yards behind the

British front line.



The attack had began wih the first wave of the 15" Brigade climbing out of their trench and
leaping over the parapet while German shrapnel was landing on them. At five minute intervals

the new wave of the 15" Brigade would enter the conflict.

e At 6:02 pm the German fire had increased after the bombardment stopped.

e By 6:09, the Australia troops were still well short of the German trenches.

e At 6:30 Elliott had reports the attack was successful, although communications had been
lost.

e At 6:40 the news came from observers that A.l.F. troops were not in the enemy trenches,
but half way across “No Man’s Land”.

e By 7:00pm the 15" Brigade was pinned down.

e At 7:18pm Brigadier General Elliott had to change his report to state that the Germans

were still in their trenches and that every man who rises is shot down.

Successive waves only managed to get half way across before they were cut down by German
machine gun fire. When troops reached that point they saw, to their horror, dead, wounded and

dying comrades lay thickly scattered.

The last waves of the 15" Brigade to be deployed were the reserves. They made it two-thirds of
he way to the German trenches before they too, were cut down by the German artillery. Just after

midnight, the 15" Division’s offensive had come to an end. It had completely failed.

At some point in the attack, Mack was struck by a German bullet or schrapnel. An invisible force
pushed hard against his chest. Mack’s life force was being drain. He would need those
‘marathon’ skills of endurance, stamina and courage to help him survive. For a short time the

shock resulted in unconscious darkness: total silence .......



“No Man’s Land” before the attack is was defined and measured at approximately 600 yards
wide. After the attack it was not an area of lineal measurement by yards, feet and inches, but re-
defined as a deep, cavernous, pool of misery, measured by the depth of courage and human

sacrifice. Mack had now added to its dimensions.

Shocked and numbed by ‘natural’ endorphins that create an angelsic effect and reduce the
transmission of pain, Mack was oblivious to the cacophony of battle. He lay unconscious and

prostrate, waiting for medical help to arrive as the battle raged around him.

e GONE were the feeble cries to “God” and “mother” from the dying comrades who
surrounded him, as well as the wailing of the German horns to stretcher their dead an
dying.

e GONE was detritus of battle, mixed with the stench of gunpowder, the sharp odour of
urine, uncontrolled faecies and stale mud mixed with human blood; and

e GONE was that taste of fear, when the spine tingles; the heart pounds; the senses
sharpen; and the primal responses of flight, fight and freeze entwine to become a

combined instinctive reaction.
Help did not arrive immediately, but eventually it did.

When reports of the operation reached the overall commander, General Richard Haking in the
morning, he abandoned any further attacks. Many wounded, including Mack Connor, had been
left behind. Retrieving the wounded took over three days and nights. Mack was picked up by the
8" Australian Field Ambulance on July 22", His 5™ Division had suffered terrible losses among
the officers and men. This 15" Division lost 5,533 dead, wounded and missing men in one

night’s fighting! The 58" Battalion lost almost one-third of its strength in the battle.



The evenings of Wednesday, July 19" and Thursday July 20'" were not to be forgotten by anyone

involved in the tragic scene of carnage.

Stretcher bearers didn’t begin their work until late into the evening on July 20". Mack was
evacuated from the field of conflict by the 8" Australian Field Ambulance on Saturday, July
22", He was moved first to the 8" Australian Field Ambulance and then to the No. 8 Casualty
Clearing Station. Mack’s injuries were too severe to be treated at the Clearing Station, so on the

same day he was transferred by Ambulance Train to the 35" General Hospital in Calais.

*khkk

Mack spent the last days of his life being treated in the hospital. Little is known of his treatment
and the suffering he endured in those final hours. He was a man whose generousity of spirit,
friendly, gregarious nature, dedication to a cause and faith in God, made him much admired by

all who knew him and those who had the privilege to call him; “friend”.

Adrian Ambrose “Mack” Connor died at 3:30pm on July 30", 1916 from chest and back wounds
received in the Battle of Fleurbaix. Reverend G.V. Dunnett conducted the requium. Mack is
buried in British Southern Cemetery, Cailais, France, Plot E, Line 3, Grave 12. He shares that

resting place of white, marbled headstones with 720 comrades.
United in life, they fought for in their cause.
United in death, they share their final resting place.
LEST WE FORGET

Mack’s race was run. Strength, stamina and endurance exhausted, he was at peace, and with his

God.
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An Obituary, in the Geelong Advertiser, described his life and contribution to Geelong’s society.

“Now Mack has run his race. He ran it patiently, doggedly, this life
race in which he was so interested. And the Great Judge or Umpire
will write in the book of life against the name of Adrian Connor

just three words — WELL RUN MACK. 2

After World War I, when the Geelong Presbyterian Guild Harriers continued to compete, their

most prized trophy was the A.A.Connor Cup.
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https://www.google.com.au/search?q=broadmeadows+training+camp+ww1&biw=1093&bih=538&tbm=isch&imgil=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%253B7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fbooks.historia.com.au%25252Fequal-to-the-task_v1-raasc%25252Fe1-p2_states%25252Fe1-c9_sa.html&source=iu&pf=m&fir=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%252C7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%252C_&usg=__dPjchMTWEwQHq3VhXkNgc02k1Es%3D&ved=0ahUKEwjy8_jvoprNAhWEoZQKHd6KB-oQyjcIWg&ei=qgZZV_L2OoTD0gTelZ7QDg#imgrc=POM68XyRFKVvJM%3A
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=broadmeadows+training+camp+ww1&biw=1093&bih=538&tbm=isch&imgil=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%253B7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fbooks.historia.com.au%25252Fequal-to-the-task_v1-raasc%25252Fe1-p2_states%25252Fe1-c9_sa.html&source=iu&pf=m&fir=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%252C7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%252C_&usg=__dPjchMTWEwQHq3VhXkNgc02k1Es%3D&ved=0ahUKEwjy8_jvoprNAhWEoZQKHd6KB-oQyjcIWg&ei=qgZZV_L2OoTD0gTelZ7QDg#imgrc=POM68XyRFKVvJM%3A
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broadmeadows,_Victoria

xXii.  http://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/globalassets/areas/librarieslib-4866/history/moreland-

ww1-exhibition-banner-4.pdf

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL P10931.002
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GROUP OF COMPETITORS AT FRANKSTON.
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Back row (left to right): A. L. Clutterbuck, C. King, N. Evans, J. McDonald, D. F. Neilson, A. C. Neilsen, D. Robertson, M. Tullis, C. McDonald.

Second row: A. A. Connor, H. Dunt, C. J, Collyer, T. Thorne, A. Campbell, R. Marchant, H. A, Purnell, W. Briggs, S. Holt, F. Cobb, C. Burns.

Third row: A. Aikman, G. Hancock, H. W, Pilley, N. V. Blair, J. McKibbin, M. Harvey, W. Pilley, L. Herd, O. Purnell, A, R. Lowe, F, Gilbert.

Fourth row: V. Sharpe, L. N. Webber, E. Webber, A. W. Gowty, D. F. Griffiths (president), W. J. Griffiths, D. Dunt, E. McOuot, H. Watt, W. Ross, A. E. Lowe,

J. W. Turnbull,
Front row: 0. Usher, A. Fleming, A. R. Linford, F. Newland, B. E. Purncll, D. Morton, A. Harding, S. Smith, S, Evans, . Young.

v
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CUILD RELAY RUN.
GEELONG TO MELBOURNE.

—_—

CONGRATULATORY MAYORAL
MESSAGES. -

—_—

The event which has been foremost in
the wunds of mempers of the Presbyrer-
iz Guild for some weeks past—the relay
run irom Geddoag 1o Aeloourne—
off yesterday, aNG Wit EYLIL HIOTE SUCCess-
ful than the most sanguine of the pro-
moters dared to anticipats, Bince the
sugmestion was lirst made by thepresident !
of toe Guild (Mr. D. ¥. Gruttiths), to the
clfect that a message should be conveyed
i this vovel maaner from the new mayor
of Uarlong to the Lord Mayor of Mel-
bourne, tho matter was takes in hand
vory entbusiastically, and as the idea
assumed more definite shape and received

|

g

| du
the

Yol
)
jac
se:
-
Br.
bu.
Jie
on,
n
e

d solid support- from cutside. iuterest as fe
o to the result reached a high point. It ay
4 was an undertaking which neeessarily ' co

|

"
of
at

10 journey.

amongst the runners, particularly those
wlho S readily arsontad when msked to
cover the more dreary stretehes of the
However, the matter was

ar | tuken ip in the best of spirits, and it r-

Id

e

e
e

m
m

1al [the othor runpers to deliver this message |

the credit of all concerned
hitelh occurred t

dounds to
tthat not u -
meialy through the efforts of Mr, Grif-
fiths i msking such completo :m:n;i-
ments along the road to be travened by
the messzngers.

It bad been notified that the message
woitld bo Lhanded to the first runner at
the Geelong Town Hall imnediately after
the asteliation of the new mayor (Al
W. M. Higgins, and by 12 o'clock o large
crowd of intercsted people gatherod in
the ricinity to witness the departure of
H. Pillev. Tho latter was photegraphed
by the “News of the Week” pheto.
vraplhier as the tube eont.nmmrz the mes-
sage way banded over by Ald. W. H,
Higgins, who was armayed in his new
mayoral vobes. In lmnding the mesage
over, the wayor said, “I desire you aud

to the Lord Mayor of Melbourne, Wit
such a heautiful day, I s sure you will
bring the run to a speedy and satisfac-
tory termmination.” ‘The test of the mes-
“age i3 os follows:—
own Hall,
Goolong, 2th November, 1908,
To the Rt. Honomble
The Lord Maror of Molbourne,
Cr. urston.
.\l,}- Lord,— ;
he Mayor, Aldermen, Councillors and
Bnr¥¢sﬂ'ﬁ of the Town of Geelong send
the peartiest of good wishes for the con-

-

wat, this gmuiving result being achieved |

meant u consideraple amonnt of thoughe ! Ll W
jon the part of these at the head of the'
- affair, aud of self-denisl and enthusizssm o

TS,
Tl
ar
fu
w!

&

tinmyed  prospority success  of the

Tuesday 10 November 1908 page 3

AN

ygor ab 4.

-t

“Iiie Lord Maror of Alelbourne,

¢ Lo('&-. . Burston.
RIAY Q=
”l'lw Mayor, Aldermen, Councillors and

Burges=es of the Town of Geelong send
thnrﬁurtlmt of good wishes for the con.

| tiamed prosperity and suecess  of the

groat City of which you are tho Lenored
Clief Magistrate,*

These sreetings are carried to you on
foot by fast yunners of the Presbyterian
Guild of this town.

I commend tho spirit in which thee
clean limbed. clean living Inds run, for
the ruunors receive no reward, but they
will desnonstrate that grit and enduranee
are not incompatible with godliness, and
ther give every promise of being splendid
citizens of our great Aiwtralian Com-
monwealth,

I have the honor to be,
d Sincerel
noerely yours
W, L. HIGGINS.

' Mayor of .
AL 12,15 pom. Pilley yrg:ed d(ifrdnnc -

'| inghapstrect to Mercorstrer, followed

by scores of cyelists, and later on by
essrs. Hondy, Leary and Co.'s motor-
ear, which conveyed Mr, B, E. Hendy,
the n?nﬂdt\nl- of the Guild (Mr. D, v,
Grifivhs) and one of tio seerctaries (Mr,
J. Griffithy), 2o number of
evelists  went right through with the
different runnoss 10 Melbourne, whore
crowds of peaple had gathered 1o soe the
last of (he run. Policemen were sta-
tioned av eack corner, and the last run-
uer, Stanley Evans, bad & mounted
#scort along Collins-sireet to the Mel-
bourne Town Hall. The finish of the
long run wits particularly sueeessful, und
there wus t cheering a5 the messen-
reacked his destination and
cutered the building for tho purposa-of
landing the tabe to Cr, Burston, Lond
Mayor of Melbourne. The latter tele-
sraphed_the following messago in roply
to Ald. W. H. Higgins, of Goelong :—
“Dear Mr, Mayor,—
“The kind message of mood wiil frem
v:ursolf nml!_ :llxdegrmvn. c?uacillloon and
rgesses of the Town of Geclonz has
beon foithfully delivered into uag"huds
through your trusted messengers. It
BIVeDR me vory great plessure to co-

(joperate with vou in carrving out this

very fine effors on the

rt of th
wen of e Presbyterian Goild of Qg

It i most commendable effort,
worthy of owmulation and deserviug of
every enconragoment. I adumire very
maeh the apine in which the movenen:
(hay been endertaken, and the splendid
manner in whici it has been carried out.
I trust sinevrely that our young mon will
endeavor ta develop the manlﬁ qualities
yRecissary to  sueotss in athleties  and
{enithy mind essential fo true maniood,
| recornising tha

| dy is o porsonal
duty. u national obligation and & saered
trast. I henrtily reciprocnto your kindly
greetings, and !
prospertiy may alvazs attond the gister
municipality of Geelong, —Jomes Pure.
ston, Lerd Mayor.” ;

L. Purss e
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Particulars Required for the Roll of Zionouz of Austréa in the Memorial War Museum.

1. Nume (in full) of Fallen Sohher

2. Unit and Number (if kuown). %1) 3’-&-?4 MJL—

3. With what Town or Dlstzt in Australin was he chiefly cotnected (!I!‘ld(‘l \shlch hxs name oug hz to ¢

'}i,;f;\};f.;,g.;;i)"_
Ly A
5. Date of Death.. J o A ! 6 e B
fi. Place where Killed or Wounded. ' 4){ Ué\ ZAZ(/J j '{/ A

Partxculars Requ:red for the Nahon s Histories.
1. What was his Cn[ling...(!w.,......‘.........,,A L2 S

Town (if any) CAALAT X
4. What was his But]lplunet{...._“ @

3. What was his School.. W LMW LL, SO LA
4. What was his other Trunnmgw“(/* lornne_

5. If born in Britain or Abrond, at what nge did he come to Austealin.. . ...

6. Had ho ever served in nny Military or Nusal Furce hefore Enlisting in the A.T.F. (Please state particulars)

1. Any other hiographical details likely to he oE interest to tht- th’()rl an of the A LT, or of lm Regiment—

8. Was he connected with uy other dMembper of the A.LF. who dicd who distinguished himself,  (Piease state
Relvatfml-**hip)—— ' W%/) a«rﬂ-\_u z‘% &

fdn o
é&w“«)&&.?d"gﬂd% ’23—\&771/ ‘9/1«/1\/ év
9. Nn.ma n.nd Address of the Parent pr other pejpon giving this information—
Re]'ltlomlnp to Sgldier....... L rLO N h2a_ -
tg personst ‘hom rofeset}ce could be e de ¥ tlle i

10. Names and Addresscs of nn)‘i
V Addresy Hfaitikad g\ .. Af e )
NOTE.—This Folder Is Aadrec:ed to the Secn(nry Dcpartment 0 c!enu:. \hlbaurne. lease fold in four. und stick dmm gsummed flap
P 30 that the addressed portion i3 outside. The Information is required urgently.

lllllB

A
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Adrian Ambrose Connor
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offe. AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

[

Home About Blog Centenary Visit Commemoration War history JELGIEM Collection Education  Shop Contact

Home / People / Search for a person / Search the Roll of Honour

Search for a person SearCh the RO" Of Honour About units
Pre WW1 Conflicts Nominal Rolls Australian military units
WW1 Embarkation Rolls Name: {connor X Unit war diaries

WW1 Nominal Roll
Service number:

Roll of Honour About the war
About the Rall of Honour Unit name Australian military history overview
Roll of Honour photegraphs Official histories
Conflict First World War, 1914-1918 v/
Commemorative Roll
W1 Red Cross files Advanced Search Department of Veterans' Affairs
WW2 Pows
Second World War @
Honours & awards Search Results Korean War &
Australian Naval force records + Displaying 110 35 of 35 resulls Vietnam War &
Research Centre service Gulf Ware
Name Number Unit Conflict
Family history
Connor, Adrian 3496 58th Australian Infantry First World War, More information
Grants, scholarships and residencies Ambrose Battalion 19141918

https://www.awm.gov.au/people/roll-
search/roll_of _honour/?preferred_name=Connor&service_number=&unit=&conflict=First+World+War
%2C+1914-1918&o0p=Search

o AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Home About Blog Centenary Visit Commemoration War history Collection  Education Shop

Home / People / Search for a person / Roll of Honour: Adrian Ambrose Connor

Search for a person Roll of Honot

Pre WW1 Confiicts Nominal Rolls Adrian Ambrose Connor

WW1 Embarkation Rolls .
Service Number: 3495

WWwW1 Nominal Roll .
Rank: Private

Roll of Honour ] ) )
Unit: 55th Australian Infantry Battalion

Commemorative Roll ) )
Service: Australian Army

WW1 Red Cross files ) i )
Conflict f Operation: First World War, 1914-1918

WW2 PoWs ) T )
Conflict eligibility date: @ First World War, 1914-1921

Honours & awards
Date of death: 30 July 1916

Ausiralian Naval force records
Place of death: France

Research Centre Cause of death: Died of wounds

Family history Age at death: 258

Grants, scholarships and residencies Place of association: Geelong, Victoria, Australia

) Cemetery or memorial details: Calais Southern Cemetery, Nord Pas de Calais, France
People profiles

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War, Army
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https://www.awm.gov.au/people/roll-search/roll_of_honour/?preferred_name=Connor&service_number=&unit=&conflict=First+World+War%2C+1914-1918&op=Search
https://www.awm.gov.au/people/roll-search/roll_of_honour/?preferred_name=Connor&service_number=&unit=&conflict=First+World+War%2C+1914-1918&op=Search
https://www.awm.gov.au/people/roll-search/roll_of_honour/?preferred_name=Connor&service_number=&unit=&conflict=First+World+War%2C+1914-1918&op=Search

Location on the Roll of Honour

Adrian Ambrose Connor's name is located at 165 in the
Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial (as
indicated by the poppy on the plan).

Roll of Honour name
projection

Adrian Ambrose Connor's name will be projected onto the
exterior of the Hall of Memory on:

= Fri 10 June, 2016 at 10:00 pm

Fri 22 July, 2016 at 10:33 pm

Wed 7 September, 2016 at 12:54 am
Tue 1 November, 2016 at 1:21 am

« Thu 5 January, 2017 at 5:00 am

= Tue 7 March, 2017 at 11:50 pm

« Thu 27 April, 2017 at 9:34 pm

- 5at 10 June, 2017 at 8:26 pm

« Sat 22 July, 2017 at 7:14 pm

These dates and times are estimates. Please note that previous
advised times on this site have recently been changed to ensure that
early evening projections are clearly visible and not affected by
twilight. The actual time of projection could also change as a result of
weather and other factors, so it is advisable to check closer to the
date. In the rare event of a temporary loss of elecirical power, the
names scheduled for display in that period will not appear until the
next time listed.

Fead more about the Roll of Honour name projections

https://www.awm.gov.au/people/rolls/R1728864/
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Roll of Honour Projections

During the Centenary period, the name of each of the 62,000 Australians who gave their lives during the First World War will be projected
onto the facade of the Hall of Memory at the Australian War Memorial. The names will be displayed from sunset to sunrise every night, and
can be seen from the Memorial's grounds. Each name will be visible for 30 seconds.

This special commemoration runs from 4 August 2014 until 11 November 2018. During this period, the entire set of 62,000 names will be
displayed about 30 times

Search the Roll of Honour to help you find out when a particular person’s name will be projected. This site provides the estimated date and
time at which the name will be displayed. The information will be updated during the Centenary period.

) O
SHACKIETON'R. T
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R
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https://www.awm.gov.au/1914-1918/roll-honour-name-projections/

Roll of HonourCertificate
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PRIVATE ADRIAN AMBROSE CONNOR

SERVICE NUMBER: 3496
UNIT: 58TH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION

DATE OF DEATH: 30 JuLy 1916
COMMEMORATED ON: PANEL 165
CONFLICT: FIRST WORLD WAR, 1914-1918

https://www.awm.gov.au/people/rolls/roll_of honour/person-certificate/R1728864/
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No. 3496 Private
CONNOR, Adrian Ambrose .

58tn Battalion
30-7=16

Died of Wounds
Mrs E. Connor
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Particulars Requ:re& for the Roll of Honouy of Australia in the Memorial War Museumn.
I. Same (in full) of Fullen Soldier. M m ettt e e e
2. Unit and Xumber {if known .. ?W -3’-4-"?{! F?’v.n_}' S e .
#, With what Town or District in Austenlin was he chicfly catnrete rI {Llnrirrwhmh his spme soght o egme op the Memorial)—
_ Town {if any) ... % M e S i=trir Y~ 111 11 ?}MM
> 4. What was his Birthplace
““ 5, Date of Death, Jﬂ ........... /
ti, Place where Willed ar Watnded_ é Al

ﬁl Particulars Required for the Nation’s Histories.
&), What was his Calling. J A
3

= S o e

. Age gt tine of ]]en.lh_.
. What was his Schoo) .- 'JM éfg r’ﬁM&cA{. g#‘g&gﬁ,g_,
- What was his other Training éw A

. Ii born in Britain or Abroad, at what nge did he come to Austelin. . ..

. Hnd ho aver seeved in any Military or Naval Pocce hefore Enlisting in the A.T.F.  {Ploase stats particulacs)

& wE

T. :’lny other hm-rinm:al clctmh hhc!} to he of interest to the I'In-tnu an u.t' Ihl JI. LF, o of ||.|.-| Begiment-—

. B Was ke connected with pny other Member of 1he LF wlo lied yr ] whee distinguished himself,  (Piease state
Eﬂlﬂﬁmhim— &fw-f%.,o M‘id M S R en
I 3{-

f 9. &Mﬂa’ Lpo ré’.’f,ﬂ d" A S N TR (ﬁ&',
Nnime nnd Ldd

h“mtﬁ } E gnm-r this information—
Name-.. 2 hy e

er':h-:lmlnp tag! ier..
Adldlross '&

10. Koames nmd Addresses ul’@ny tg pecsons

™

(il

TEES o

Nume

.h-um Efurenne mu]d lluem
ﬂafw f ...... ;u_ 65

Adlilroys SO LS % o
], NOTE.—Thls Folder 15 Addresfed to the Eernlun I:rcna:lmn: oD efence, Mothaurse. lezte fald fn feur, 2nd stick down gummed flap
50 that the oddressed purtion Is eutside.  The Infomasiion B required urgenily.
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https://www.awm.gov.au/images/collection/pdf/RCDIG1068860--600-.pdf
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o AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Contact

Home About Blog Centenary Visit Commemoration War history Collection Education Shop

Home / People / Search for a person / Search the First Werld War Embarkation Roll

Search the First World War
Embarkation Rolls

About units

Search for a person
Australian military units

Pre WW1 Conflicts Nominal Rolls
Unit war diaries

WW1 Embarkation Rolls

About the rolls Name: Connor
Detailed Description About the war
) Service number: 3496
WW1 Nominal Roll Australian military history overview
Roll of Honour Roll title: Official histories
Commemorative Roll
Advanced Search
WW1 Red Cross files Department of Veterans' Affairs
WW2 Pows
: R § Search Results Second World War &
onours & awards
- Displaying 1 to 1 of 1 result Korean Ware?
Australian Naval force records Vietnam Warg?
Service
Gulf War &
Research Centre Name Number Roll title
Family history Connor, Adrian 3496 22 Infantry Battalion - 1 to 8 Reinforcements (June
More information

Ambrose 1915 - January 1916)

Grants. scholarships and residencies

https://www.awm.gov.au/people/roll-
search/nominal_rolls/first_world_war_embarkation/?preferred_name=Connor&service_number=3496

&unit=&conflict=First+World+War%2C+1914-1918&op=Search

AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE—NOMINAL ROLL—continued.

: s
! Pay.
s , Names (lo fall). Rask. A | Trado or Calling. s, | Addres st Date of Borolment. Xext of ia and Addren. Relighn. CEl vy e = Eﬁ
l W Enreltacot Dally Bae et Rate, | Coup
Rate per Date to excloding in ‘ﬂfrllll %
| . Diem. | which Pabl. Drferrd Joardia | Alowsuess B
' Tay.
6ta INFANTRY BRIGADE, 22xp INFANTRY BATTALION, . o = o —'l
. A ON, 82 REINFORCEMENTS—continued,
3482 Cooper, Henry Ackerold .. | Private 26 |Labourer 8. |Mother, Alice Cooper, 50|Father, -H. Cooper, 50 Buninyong-| C.of E. | 13.7.15 50 50
- g vﬂmm'x_ong-smt, Yarra-|  street, Yarraville, Victoria % Ve 1
ey e, Victoria
3483 | Christie, James Skene 5 27 . M. |Same as next of kin . | Wife, Mrs. Nellie Chrum 34 William-| Pres. (12.10.15 < 50 50
3484 |Clarke, Martin John » 19 s s, Rt I el wl
; " 3 " " - |Mother, Mrs. Margaret Clarke, 81 Little] R.C. | 23.7.15/69th Infantry..| 5 0 50 3o
3485 | Cations, William John W 38 % 8, |Brother, Alexander Cations, Hel:':y Catio Tq;dld:l& ;c&ma e l
" Prsowing ns, e, Meth. 11.8.15 50 50 40 10 1
| | Victoria
3488
Collins, Ernest Leslie = 27 Flf'mer S. [Same as next of kin . |Father, S. Colli%.., Mount Pleasant-| Meth. 1.9.15 50 50 30 20 1
3489 | Campbell, Willi c ;
pl illiam o -| 29 |Labourer 8, » W Mu’ggﬁ'ﬁhcgmpb#}' Nicholas-| Pres. | 15.7.15 50 50 40 10 1
3490 | Connor, John George 32 |Gardener S. |Mother, Mrs. Eliza Conno: i ”
" 2 r, | Father, G. Canmr
' ‘ g- sy Heidelberg, Victoria| Pres, 2.8.15 50 50 40 10 1
3491 i s cipiind -
Clark, William - 18 |Labourer .| 8. [Same as next of kin . Mg?:ilé;]mxnvgnk, 6 Queen-street,| C.of E. | 6.9.15 50 50 30 20 1
3492 | Clinch, Oscar Bernard 25 | Upholsterer S. | Mother, Mrs. Mary T. Clinch, | Fath o
% e 3 3 er, Harry Clinch, 84 N
“ anc'f_-mt, Ry Gee!nng,vc' , & apier-street.| R.C. 15.7.15 50 50 40 10 1
3493 | Cromer, Thomas 21 |Labourer 8. Moeher Mrs, Croy
G .| 8 , Mrs. mer, | Father, M.
§ Pm' lhrysed“& o v_Ommzr 45 Percy-street,| R.Cr " 50 50 40 10 1
3494 | Coulson, Clifford Fredk. .. % 19 |Carpenter --| 8. |Mother, Mrs. Alice Conlson, | Father, Fred
Ty P;xkstreet, sy e s szlnn, 15 Park-street, | C.of E. | 13.7.15 69th Infantry..| 5 0 ¥ 50 40 10 1
3495 Clarke, Alfred 22 (Labo 5. [Mothes S, '
B 23 % urer ol B lother, forah Clarke, | Father, Alfred J. 18 iam-
oer, sy Gedong,vgnk'g’ Willism-| RC. | 15.7.15 50 50 40 10 1
3496 | Connor, Adrian Ambrose 27 me
> % i Timbersorter ..| S. |Same ss next of kin . | Mother, Mrs. Eliza Connor, 13 Fairview-| Pres. 17.8.15 50])- 50 40 10 1
3497 | Deppeler, Godrey - 2 [Labomer | & ottt 30 it o | 5050, G0 Vichoria. SRS

https://www.awm.gov.au/images/collection/items/ACCNUM_LARGE/RCDIG1067411/RCDIG1067411--

72-JPG
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https://www.awm.gov.au/people/roll-search/nominal_rolls/first_world_war_embarkation/?preferred_name=Connor&service_number=3496&unit=&conflict=First+World+War%2C+1914-1918&op=Search
https://www.awm.gov.au/people/roll-search/nominal_rolls/first_world_war_embarkation/?preferred_name=Connor&service_number=3496&unit=&conflict=First+World+War%2C+1914-1918&op=Search
https://www.awm.gov.au/images/collection/items/ACCNUM_LARGE/RCDIG1067411/RCDIG1067411--72-.JPG
https://www.awm.gov.au/images/collection/items/ACCNUM_LARGE/RCDIG1067411/RCDIG1067411--72-.JPG
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Fleurbaix battle

The Australian war memorial Offical war Histories

https://www.awm.gov.au/images/collection/pdf/RCDIG1069455--1-.pdf Chapters 12 and 13

First World War Official Histories Volume Il — The Australian Imperial Force in France,

1916 (12th edition, 1941)

Battle at Fleurbaix

In his articleThe worst night in Australian military history: Fromelles, posted on the Australian

War memorial site,

Friday 18 July 2008 by Peter Burness
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Peter Burness sums up the preparation for the the battle, the conduct of the battle and the
aftermath.

private Connor Private Connor Private Connor! came the growing utterance from the darkness.
The faint glow of consciousness returned growing brighter to reveal the pale image of a man:
not a deity, but a man in a mask. The image was accompanied by a sharp pain in his chest that
produced agonising pain with every shallow breath. The doctor on the amy battle field was
doing his best to rectify mistakes of monarchs, political leaders and generals.

For Mack it was a dream. The muted sound of battle faded
his consciousness was now clearly on his acheing chest
and back. The administered morphine relieved his pain
and made him sleep.
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Honour Roll

Adrian Ambrose

Name located Panel 165
Aust War Memonal

Number
Rank
Unit (Embarkation)

Ship Name

Ship Number

Date of Embarkation

Place of Embarkation
Occupation

Date of Enlistment

Address at Date of Enlistment
Next of Kin

Date Of Death

Cause of Death

Cemetery or Memorial Details

Designed by Winifred York © 2006

State Library Vic

http://digital.slv.vic.gov.au/view/action/nmets.do?DOCCHOICE=380866.xmI|&dvs=1464955879300~616
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Connor

we i

3496

Private

22 Infantry Battalion-110 8
Reinforcements (Jun 1915 - Jan
1916)

HMAT Afric

Al9

5/1//19216

Melboumne

Timber Sor’rerl

17/8/1915

13 Fairview St, Geelong, VIC
Mrs. Elizabeth Connor (Mother)
30/7/1916

Died of wounds

France 8 Calais Southern Cemetery




&locale=en_AU&search_terms=&adjacency=&VIEWER_URL=/view/action/nmets.do?&DELIVERY_RULE_|
D=4&divType=&usePidl=true&usePid2=true
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Panor??;a‘: Fromelles battlefield :

m|

On 19/20 July 1916, these fields were a battlefield — the battlefield of Fromelles. In the distance at [A], is the village of Fromelles about 2
kilometres to the south-east down the Rue Delvas on the left. Further right, at [B], is Delaporte Farm which lay just behind the German front line. The line
moved south-west through the fields and crossed the little Riviére de Layes at [C]. Only the high banks of the Layes [D], running to the south-west, are visible
here. Beyond that, at [E], was a well-defended semicircular position called the ‘Sugar Loaf’. At 5.45 pm on 19 July 1916, across the road to the far right, men

of the 59th and 60th Australian Battalions formed up and started to move out of their lines heading across the fields for the German trenches and the Sugar
Loaf. Some had to cross the Layes which ran through no-man’s-land. Artillery bombardments had failed to destroy the German positions and between 5.45 and
6 pm the advancing waves of Australians were cut down by enemy machine gun and rifle fire. A supporting attack by the 58th Battalion was also shot to ground
with heavy casualties. Other Australian units attacked and captured sections of German trench towards Fromelles village but they were driven out by effective
counter-attacks on the morning of 20 July. All told, within 24 hours on 19 and 20 July 1916, the AIF, in its first major action on the Western Front, suffered
more than 5,500 casualties in this small area.

http://www.wwlwesternfront.gov.au/fromelles/on-this-spot-australian-memorial-park-
fromelles/panorama-fromelles-battlefield.php
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In the theatre of war in France and Flanders, the British hospitals were generally located near the
coast. They needed to be close to a railway line, in order for casualties to arrive (although some also
came by canal barge); they also needed to be near a port where men could be evacuated for longer-
term treatment in Britain.

There were two types of Base Hospital, known as Stationary and General Hospitals. They were
large facilities, often centred on some pre-war buildings such as seaside hotels. The hospitals grew
hugely in number and scale throughout the war. Most of the hospitals moved very rarely until the
larger movements of the armies in 1918

From http://www.1914-1918.net/hospitals.htm
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Adrian Ambrose Connor — Running Information

‘fear MName Time Met Sex Age Race Comment
1811 Adrian Ambrose Connor 32110 i M5 23 Victorian Champicnship »

Adrian Ambrose Connor s 30100 e M2 23 MSW Championship »
1910  Adrian Ambrose Connor 3:01:50 i M2 22 Victorian Champicnship »

Adrian Ambrose Connor 25900 e M2 22 MSW Championship HH:MM
1008  Adrian Ambrose Connor: 3.05:42 i M3 21 Victoriam Championship »

https://ausrunning.net/marathons/search-runners.php?name=Adrian+Ambrose+Connor

Also trove newpaper )ctober 10 1910
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/10467654
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/15160482

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/19699648
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http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/15255286

' Extract from folder of photograph of grave =---
buried...Calais Southern Cemetery, Flot E, Row 5, Grave 12.

— a y -

cEMETERY PICTURES FROM

Historical Information

In April 1915, No 6 Base Supply Depot was started at Calais to help relieve the pressure on
Boulogne and to provide a base nearer to the front than Le Havre or Rouen. The base remained
open until the last Commonwealth forces left France in March 1921.

The 30th, 35th and 38th General Hospitals, No 9 British Red Cross Hospital and No 10 Canadian
Stationary Hospital were also stationed in the town, providing about 2,500 beds. From May 1915 to
March 1918, Commonwealth burials were made in Calais Southern Cemetery. Subsequent
interments were made in the new military cemetery at Les Baraques.

The cemetery now contains 721 First World War burials.

http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/54000/CALAIS%20SOUTHERN%20CEMETERY
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Copyright

1. Copyright and database rights in all material on this site are the property of the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission unless otherwise stated. This material may be reproduced free of charge
in any format or medium for personal use or for internal circulation at an educational establishment,
provided it is not altered or used in a misleading context and the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission is acknowledged as the source of the material.
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Historical Information

In April 1915, No 6 Base Supply Depot was started at Calais to help relieve the pressure on
Boulogne and to provide a base nearer to the front than Le Havre or Rouen. The base remained
open until the last Commonwealth forces left France in March 1921.

The 30th, 35th and 38th General Hospitals, No 9 British Red Cross Hospital and No 10 Canadian
Stationary Hospital were also stationed in the town, providing about 2,500 beds. From May 1915 to
March 1918, Commonwealth burials were made in Calais Southern Cemetery. Subsequent
interments were made in the new military cemetery at Les Baraques.

The cemetery now contains 721 First World War burials. There are also 224 burials of the Second
World War, 56 of them unidentified, the majority dating from May 1940.

The Commonwealth plot was designed by Sir Herbert Baker

bROADMEADOWS TRAING CAMP

http://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/globalassets/areas/librarieslib-4866/history/moreland-ww1-
exhibition-banner-4.pdf

Broadmeadows was home to the major army
training camp for the Australian Imperial Force.

The land was previously known as Mornington
Park. It was a wide field, suitable for military
practice, including training for the Light Horse
regiments. it is the current location of the Maygar
Army Barracks on Camp Road in Broadmeadows.

To reach the camp, soldiers marched from
Victoria Barracks in St Kilda Road and headed
north up Sydney Road, only resting near Fawkner
Cemetery. The camp scon became a popular
location for familyioutings on Sundays.

Soldiers slept in tents and food was basic.
Training was hard, but it did not prepare soldiers
for a modern war with machine guns, gas, shells
and aeroplanes — technology that did not exist in
previous wars.

Some men only completed a few months training
before departing on troopships from Port
Melbourne.

Once overseas, some soldiers received further
training in Egypt.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broadmeadows, Victoria

Broadmeadows was the site of the main camp for the reception and training of recruits for the AIF from
Victoria early in the First World War. Broadmeadows had been identified as a possible site for military
training in 1913, but no facilities had been established. The camp was established in August 1914 at
"Mornington Park", a property loaned to the government by Mr R.G. Wilson. Early on, Broadmeadows
was predominantly a tented camp and conditions were quite spartan. These facilities, combined with
wet weather and poor drainage resulted in a rapid increase in sickness among recruits in autumn 1915.
Public concern, fuelled by sensationalist press coverage, resulted in a decision in May 1915 to re-
establish the main Victorian training camp at Seymour, approximately 100 kilometres north of
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Melbourne. Broadmeadows Camp remained in use throughout the war, however, with facilities being
progressively improved

https://www.awm.gov.au/search/all/?page=2&query=BROADMEADOWS%20TRAINING%20CAMP%20&
op=Search&format=list&rows=20&section[0]=collections

Film link https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/F00164/

https://www.google.com.au/search?q=broadmeadows+training+camp+ww1&biw=1093&bih=538&tbm
=isch&imgil=Qpdfd5-
9edD6jM%253A%253B7dwfHIEVGZU7eM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fbooks.historia.com.au%
25252Fequal-to-the-task_vl1-raasc%25252Fel-p2_states%25252Fel-
c9_sa.html&source=iu&pf=m&fir=Qpdfd5-
9edD6jM%253A%252C7dwfHIEVGZU7eM%252C_&usg=__dPjchMTWEwQHq3VhXkNgc02k1Es%3D&ved
=0ahUKEwjy8 jvoprNAhWEoZQKHd6KB-
0QyjclWg&ei=qgZzV_L200TD0gTelZ7QDgHimgrc=POM68XyRFKVVIM%3A

L

TRHIL & Ww bn She ARCULLERY UINEE OF TAE ASSTRAUS (XPUBTONANY
W Camp of DRMDMEEDINE. Senrviatt 19 by Bae Mane

http://anzaccentenary.vic.gov.au/history/victorias-contribution-wwi/
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