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Well Run, Mack 

Running! Running! Mack’s mind focused on running. Mack Connor had entered the first 

marathon race in Victoria conducted on October 9th, 1909. The course was from Frankston to 

Wesley College in Melbourne. Everyone in Geelong and the Melbourne’s running fraternity 

knew him as “Mack”, but officially, he was always Adrian Ambrose Connor. 

In preparation for the event, Mack used Geelong Guild Presbyterian Harrier’s last run of their 

season to train for the event. He remembered that final day of competition where he came in 

third behind club mates Long and Batty in the two-mile race at Geelong Racecourse. Two miles 

was too short for Mack. This was just the beginning of his training. He kept running for another 

twenty miles before the day was done. Two cyclists accompanied him and said he showed no 

signs of fatigue. Despite a heavy head wind for part of the run, and running with nobody to pace 

him, Mack covered the training distance in two hours and thirty-six minutes. 

On the day of the Victorian marathon the atmosphere among spectators was electric. During the 

run, some spectators had accompanied the runners on bicycles. A huge crowd had gathered at the 

finish line at the Domain when the runners arrived. It was a hot day, with a strong, northerly 

wind. First to cross the line was A.R. Symes from New South Wales and Mack was second, and 

the first Victorian runner home. His time was a three hours, five minutes and forty-two seconds. 

Mack recalled that evening at the Geelong Railway Station when he stepped off the train from 

Melbourne to be greeted by seventy Guild Club members. They carried him shoulder high from 

the station, placed him into a motor car and drove him to the Guild Hall Clubrooms in Myer 

Street, where another one hundred members gathered to celebrate his achievement. At that time, 

for the twenty-one year old, Vice-captain of the Geelong Presbyterian Guild Harriers, this was 
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the pinnacle of his athletic success. The Bulletin newspaper called him the “Human Kangaroo 

from Geelong”. 

**** 

Visions of the past were interrupted by pain Mack felt in his chest. Each deep, controlled 

inhalation and exhalation was now forced and consciously taken. His chest wound was inflicted 

by a German bullet or shrapnel, at the Battle of Fleurbaix on the Western Front, in northern 

France. His chest wounds had not responded to treatment. Painkillers had given him brief respite, 

but the seeping, pustulating wound was still there. Infected lesions still festered and drew on his 

reserves of remaining strength, leaving him in a feverish condition. Opiate based painkillers had 

worked, but the sophisticated days of penicillin and anti-biotics had not arrived. Mack’s 

marathon skills of grit, determination courage and endurance, that propelled him to so much 

success, were needed now in his personal battle for survival. 

In a delirium, his mind snapped back to happier days when deep breaths were associated with 

exhilarating athletic success. Numerous wins in distance events, especially the marathon, were 

always associated with the deep, nourishing breath that restored health and strength. Breaths 

accompanied by the sweet scent of victory and the admiration of crowds of spectators. His first 

moments of glory. 

Mack had been lying on his back for eight long days in the 35th General Hospital in Calais, 

hoping for recovery. He longed for the times when he could run free in his home town of 

Geelong, where he was feted and famed for his distance running and respected for his work with 

the Geelong Presbyterian Guild. How could this have happened? He was only twenty- eight 

years old, had a bright future and a glorious past.  
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**** 

Mack’s mind again wandered back to his marathon success. He was selected to represent 

Victoria in the New South Wales Marathon Championship, organised by Sydney’s Newtown 

Harriers Club. Mack was a Timber Sorter by trade and not financially strong. He calculated the 

trip to Sydney would cost ten pounds and too much for him to pay from his salary. Guild 

President, Mr D.F. Griffiths, made a plea to the Geelong community to raise funds on his behalf 

to finance the journey. The community responded and Mack was presented with a purse of 

sovereigns to cover his trip expenses. 

Thousands of spectators lined the Sydney course on June 6th, 1910. Again he ran second behind 

Sime, despite achieving his best time of two hours and fifty-nine minutes. The prize for second 

place was a trophy worth five pounds and a gold championship medal. 

In 1910, athletics was a sport relatively new to the Geelong community. Mack was one of the 

founding members of the Geelong Guild Presbyterian Harriers in July, 1908 and one of the 

hardworking Presbyterian Guild members who contributed to the building of the Guild Hall at 33 

Myers Street. He was heavily involved, not only in the Athletic section, but also in Bible classes 

and the Literary and Gymnastic sections. Many Geelong citizens would have seen him compete 

in the Geelong Football Club home games at the Oval, where the Guild competed in races at half 

time. In summer, Mack played cricket, not too successfully, and was the founding Secretary of 

the Newtown and Chilwell Cricket Club in 1910. 

**** 
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Mack’s memories drew him back to that fateful day in Geelong on August 7th, 1915 when he 

enlisted in the Australian Imperial Forces (A.I.F.). It was a day that changed his life. He was 

“Taken on Strength” (added to the unit) into the 22nd Battalion, 8th Reinforcement.  

Mack was a peace-loving man who also led Bible studies classes at the Guild Hall. Many who 

knew him were surprised that he had enlisted.  As a strong, committed, practising Presbyterian 

who abhorred war, it seemed Mack could not sit and let others do his patriotic duty in the 

nation’s hour of need. 

Mack’s life as a Timber sorter seemed a lifetime away. On enlistment,  his life was now out of 

his control and placed in the regimented and calculating hands of commanding officers. He 

recalled the sequence of events that led to him lying limp and ashen on his bed in the military 

hospital. 

Civilian clothes were exchanged for khaki, woollen fatigues the army provided to new recruits. 

His first experience of military discipline and training was situated to the rural north of 

Melbourne at Broadmeadows. From September 25th to November 22nd, 1915 Mack had 

undertaken training to skill him in ways of modern warfare as an A.I.F. soldier.  

The son of George and Elizabeth Connor, born in Ferntree Gully, in 1887 Mack was brother to 

nine siblings. He was the fourth child born. The Connors had ten children; four girls and six 

boys.  Now Mack was also Private Adrian Ambrose Connor, ID 3496, born into an ‘army 

family’ that needed his young, energetic drive to fight for king and country. Mack compulsorily 

wore metal tags around his neck to prove his new identity.  To meet the criteria for this new life 

in the Australian Imperial Forces family, he had to be:  

• Aged between 18 and 45 years (he enrolled at 27 years and 9 months); 
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• Minimum height 5 feet 2 inches (he was 5 feet 9 inches); and  

• Chest, 33 inches (fully expanded) (his chest was 34 inches – not expanded). 

At 9 stone, one pound (58 kilograms), the fair haired, grey eyed young bachelor of fair European 

complexion was the epitome and wholesome embodiment of the young Australian male. 

Dedication toward training, that had once made him the Victorian Marathon Champion in 1909, 

1910 and 1911, was redirected and refocused on new skills required to succeed in the acts of war 

and self preservation.  

Mack was not a stranger to team commitment, after all he had been a team member of the 

inaugural Geelong to Melbourne Relay in November 1908 that delivered a message in a silver 

tube from the Lord Mayor of Melbourne to the Mayor of Geelong (Alderman W. H. Higgins). 

A section of the the Lord Mayor’s message on day remarked; 

“I commend the spirit in which these clean limbed, clean living lads run, for the runners receive 

no reward, but they demonstrate that grit and endurance are not incompatible with Godliness 

and they give every promise of being splendid citizens of our great Australian Commonwealth.”1 

Those prophetic words do not fall short in describing the efforts of the new team that Mack had 

joined.  

New recruits arrived and camped at Broadmeadows and in vast, open fields undertook various 

training roles including learning army rules and strategies, canvas tent erection and Vickers 

machine gun and rifles practice. All recruits had assembly and marching drills.  

Mack’s last day of training was November 22nd 1915 and he departed Australia on January 5th, 

1916 on the His Majesty’s Australian Troop Ship, HMAT Afric A19.  Eighteen days after 
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departure, Mark was disembarking on February 23rd, 1916 in Alexandria, Egypt. From there, his 

regiment was placed on a train to Cairo to journey to Zeitoun - the nearby Australian Imperial 

Forces’. 

**** 

Memories of his home, school and athletic endeavours returned and filled his numbed mind with 

pleasure, pride and joy. He visualised his mother, Elizabeth (estranged from her husband), 

standing at the door of his home of many years in Fairview Avenue, Newtown. Nearby stood the 

Chilwell State School he attended, but had to leave for work to support his large, impoverished, 

single parent family. Mack later developed literary skills through the help of the Presbyterian 

Guild. Over then years, he became a committee man, assistant secretary, treasurer and vice 

president. Just around the corner in Fenwick Street, stood solid, imposing and noble architecture 

of the Gordon Technical College where Mack studied a Commerce course at night.  

While in Egypt, Mack was transferred to another brigade and battalion: the 15th Brigade of the 

58th Battalion. It contained approximately 50% of Gallipoli veterans and reinforcements from the 

from Australia’s 6th Battalion. The Battalion left from Egypt from Alexandria on board the HT 

Transylvania and arrived in Marseille on June 23, 1916.  From Marseille they were transferred to 

train transport, bound for Fleurbaix in the north of France adjacent to the border with Belgium. 

Little did Mack know that the 15th Brigade, of the 58th Battalion, of the Australian Imperial 

Forces 5th Division, would soon engage in Australia’s first battle on France’s Western Front. 

The 5th Division was commanded by Major General James Whiteside McCay. The Division was 

stationed north of the German lines in Fleurbaix. It was intended that they would engage the 

Germans to seize their position, and prevent them from despatching reinforcement troops to the 
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major battle to be conducted in the Somme. On the evening of July 19th, at 6pm. the Australians 

the 61st British division were ordered to attack the German lines to the south at Fromelle. 

Between the lines lay “No Man’s Land” that consisted of an area of land with trenches, large 

temporary earthen fortifications called ‘breastworks’, so that defenders could stand behind them 

and fire at the opposition. 

The ground was boggy and small streams flowed through a flat terrain, especially one large 

‘drain’ optimistically named the Riviere des Laies. The major goal was to invade the German 

trenches and capture the high ground called he ‘Sugarloaf salient’ that was heavily fortified with 

machine gunners. Commander of the 15th Division was Brigadier General, Harold “Pompey” 

Elliott. Mack’s 15th Brigade was the closest to this objective.  

Before the attack, the military launched an artilliary bombardment, but this did not do the 

damage intended.  There was dust and smoke everywhere in “No Man’s Land”, but the German 

machine guns kept firing. Australian troops, who peered over their parapet, were encouraged 

when they saw German ‘breastworks’ being destroyed. 

At 5:45 pm the 15th Division moved into their positions ready for the first assault at 6:00pm.  

Soldiers were lined up in waves, ready to move forward on command. Nobody knows in which 

line Mack was positioned. So confident of the effectiveness of the attack was Brigadier General 

Elliott, that he told his troops they wouldn’t find any enemy in their trenches when they arrived.  

However, German gunfire could still be heard above the sound of the bombardment at 5:50pm. 

‘Pompey’ Elliott was positioned at a place called Trou Post, just a few hundred yards behind the 

British front line. 
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The attack had began wih the first wave of the 15th Brigade climbing out of their trench and  

leaping over the parapet while German shrapnel was landing on them. At five minute intervals 

the new wave of the 15th Brigade would enter the conflict.  

• At 6:02 pm the German fire had increased after the bombardment stopped.  

• By 6:09, the Australia troops were still well short of the German trenches. 

• At 6:30 Elliott had reports the attack was successful, although communications had been 

lost. 

• At 6:40 the news came from observers that A.I.F. troops were not in the enemy trenches, 

but half way across “No Man’s Land”.  

• By 7:00pm the 15th Brigade was pinned down. 

• At 7:18pm Brigadier General Elliott had to change his report to state that the Germans 

were still in their trenches and that every man who rises is shot down.  

Successive waves only managed to get half way across before they were cut down by German 

machine gun fire. When troops reached that point they saw, to their horror, dead, wounded and 

dying comrades lay thickly scattered.  

The last waves of the 15th Brigade to be deployed were the reserves. They made it two-thirds of 

he way to the German trenches before they too, were cut down by the German artillery. Just after 

midnight, the 15th Division’s offensive had come to an end. It had completely failed.  

At some point in the attack, Mack was struck by a German bullet or schrapnel. An invisible force 

pushed hard against his chest. Mack’s life force was being drain. He would need those 

‘marathon’ skills of endurance, stamina and courage to help him survive. For a short time the 

shock resulted in unconscious darkness: total silence ……. 
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 “No Man’s Land” before the attack is was defined and  measured at approximately 600 yards 

wide. After the attack it was not an area of lineal measurement by yards, feet and inches, but re-

defined as a deep, cavernous, pool of misery, measured by the depth of courage and human 

sacrifice. Mack had now added to its dimensions.  

Shocked and numbed by ‘natural’ endorphins that create an angelsic effect and reduce the 

transmission of pain, Mack was oblivious to the cacophony of battle.  He lay unconscious and 

prostrate, waiting for medical help to arrive as the battle raged around him.  

• GONE were the feeble cries to “God” and “mother” from the dying comrades who 

surrounded him, as well as the wailing of the German horns to stretcher their dead an 

dying. 

• GONE was detritus of battle, mixed with the stench of gunpowder, the sharp odour of 

urine, uncontrolled faecies and stale mud mixed with human blood; and 

• GONE was that taste of fear, when the spine tingles; the heart pounds; the senses 

sharpen; and the primal responses of flight, fight and freeze entwine to become a 

combined instinctive reaction. 

Help did not arrive immediately, but eventually it did. 

When reports of the operation reached the overall commander, General Richard Haking in the 

morning, he abandoned any further attacks. Many wounded, including Mack Connor, had been 

left behind. Retrieving the wounded took over three days and nights. Mack was picked up by the 

8th Australian Field Ambulance on July 22nd. His 5th Division had suffered terrible losses among 

the officers and men. This 15th Division lost 5,533 dead, wounded and missing men in one 

night’s fighting!  The 58th Battalion lost almost one-third of its strength in the battle. 
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The evenings of Wednesday, July 19th and Thursday July 20th were not to be forgotten by anyone 

involved in the tragic scene of carnage.  

Stretcher bearers didn’t begin their work until late into the evening on July 20th. Mack was 

evacuated from the field of conflict by the 8th Australian Field Ambulance on Saturday, July 

22nd.  He was moved first to the 8th Australian Field Ambulance and then to the No. 8 Casualty 

Clearing Station.  Mack’s injuries were too severe to be treated at the Clearing Station, so on the 

same day he was transferred by Ambulance Train to the 35th General Hospital in Calais.  

**** 

Mack spent the last days of his life being treated in the hospital. Little is known of his treatment 

and the suffering he endured in those final hours. He was a man whose generousity of spirit, 

friendly, gregarious nature, dedication to a cause and faith in God, made him much admired by 

all who knew him and those who had the privilege to call him; “friend”. 

Adrian Ambrose “Mack” Connor died at 3:30pm on July 30th, 1916 from chest and back wounds 

received in the Battle of Fleurbaix. Reverend G.V. Dunnett conducted the requium. Mack is 

buried in British Southern Cemetery, Cailais, France, Plot E, Line 3, Grave 12. He shares that 

resting place of white, marbled headstones with 720 comrades. 

United in life, they fought for in their cause.  

United in death, they share their final resting place. 

LEST WE FORGET 

Mack’s race was run.  Strength, stamina and endurance exhausted, he was at peace, and with his 

God.  
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An Obituary, in the Geelong Advertiser, described his life and contribution to Geelong’s society. 

“Now Mack has run his race. He ran it patiently, doggedly, this life 

race in which he was so interested. And the Great Judge or Umpire 

will write in the book of life against the name of Adrian Connor 

just three words – WELL RUN MACK.”2 

After World War I, when the Geelong Presbyterian Guild Harriers continued to compete, their 

most prized trophy was the A.A.Connor Cup. 
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https://www.google.com.au/search?q=broadmeadows+training+camp+ww1&biw=1093&bih=538&tbm=isch&imgil=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%253B7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fbooks.historia.com.au%25252Fequal-to-the-task_v1-raasc%25252Fe1-p2_states%25252Fe1-c9_sa.html&source=iu&pf=m&fir=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%252C7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%252C_&usg=__dPjchMTWEwQHq3VhXkNgc02k1Es%3D&ved=0ahUKEwjy8_jvoprNAhWEoZQKHd6KB-oQyjcIWg&ei=qgZZV_L2OoTD0gTelZ7QDg#imgrc=POM68XyRFKVvJM%3A
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=broadmeadows+training+camp+ww1&biw=1093&bih=538&tbm=isch&imgil=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%253B7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fbooks.historia.com.au%25252Fequal-to-the-task_v1-raasc%25252Fe1-p2_states%25252Fe1-c9_sa.html&source=iu&pf=m&fir=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%252C7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%252C_&usg=__dPjchMTWEwQHq3VhXkNgc02k1Es%3D&ved=0ahUKEwjy8_jvoprNAhWEoZQKHd6KB-oQyjcIWg&ei=qgZZV_L2OoTD0gTelZ7QDg#imgrc=POM68XyRFKVvJM%3A
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=broadmeadows+training+camp+ww1&biw=1093&bih=538&tbm=isch&imgil=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%253B7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fbooks.historia.com.au%25252Fequal-to-the-task_v1-raasc%25252Fe1-p2_states%25252Fe1-c9_sa.html&source=iu&pf=m&fir=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%252C7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%252C_&usg=__dPjchMTWEwQHq3VhXkNgc02k1Es%3D&ved=0ahUKEwjy8_jvoprNAhWEoZQKHd6KB-oQyjcIWg&ei=qgZZV_L2OoTD0gTelZ7QDg#imgrc=POM68XyRFKVvJM%3A
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broadmeadows,_Victoria
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xxii. http://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/globalassets/areas/librarieslib-4866/history/moreland-

ww1-exhibition-banner-4.pdf 

 

http://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/globalassets/areas/librarieslib-4866/history/moreland-ww1-exhibition-banner-4.pdf
http://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/globalassets/areas/librarieslib-4866/history/moreland-ww1-exhibition-banner-4.pdf
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Adrian Ambrose Connor 
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https://www.awm.gov.au/people/roll-

search/roll_of_honour/?preferred_name=Connor&service_number=&unit=&conflict=First+World+War

%2C+1914-1918&op=Search 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/people/roll-search/roll_of_honour/?preferred_name=Connor&service_number=&unit=&conflict=First+World+War%2C+1914-1918&op=Search
https://www.awm.gov.au/people/roll-search/roll_of_honour/?preferred_name=Connor&service_number=&unit=&conflict=First+World+War%2C+1914-1918&op=Search
https://www.awm.gov.au/people/roll-search/roll_of_honour/?preferred_name=Connor&service_number=&unit=&conflict=First+World+War%2C+1914-1918&op=Search
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https://www.awm.gov.au/people/rolls/R1728864/ 

https://www.awm.gov.au/people/rolls/R1728864/
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Roll of Honour Projections 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/1914-1918/roll-honour-name-projections/ 

Roll of HonourCertificate 
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https://www.awm.gov.au/people/rolls/roll_of_honour/person-certificate/R1728864/ 

https://www.awm.gov.au/people/rolls/roll_of_honour/person-certificate/R1728864/
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https://www.awm.gov.au/images/collection/pdf/RCDIG1068860--600-.pdf 

https://www.awm.gov.au/images/collection/pdf/RCDIG1068860--600-.pdf
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https://www.awm.gov.au/people/roll-

search/nominal_rolls/first_world_war_embarkation/?preferred_name=Connor&service_number=3496

&unit=&conflict=First+World+War%2C+1914-1918&op=Search 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/images/collection/items/ACCNUM_LARGE/RCDIG1067411/RCDIG1067411--

72-.JPG 

https://www.awm.gov.au/people/roll-search/nominal_rolls/first_world_war_embarkation/?preferred_name=Connor&service_number=3496&unit=&conflict=First+World+War%2C+1914-1918&op=Search
https://www.awm.gov.au/people/roll-search/nominal_rolls/first_world_war_embarkation/?preferred_name=Connor&service_number=3496&unit=&conflict=First+World+War%2C+1914-1918&op=Search
https://www.awm.gov.au/people/roll-search/nominal_rolls/first_world_war_embarkation/?preferred_name=Connor&service_number=3496&unit=&conflict=First+World+War%2C+1914-1918&op=Search
https://www.awm.gov.au/images/collection/items/ACCNUM_LARGE/RCDIG1067411/RCDIG1067411--72-.JPG
https://www.awm.gov.au/images/collection/items/ACCNUM_LARGE/RCDIG1067411/RCDIG1067411--72-.JPG
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http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/NameSearch/Interface/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=3279269&isAv=N 

 

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/NameSearch/Interface/ItemsListing.aspx 

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/NameSearch/Interface/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=3279269&isAv=N
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/NameSearch/Interface/ItemsListing.aspx


31 
 

 

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=3279269 

 

 

 

Fleurbaix battle 

The Australian war memorial Offical war Histories 

https://www.awm.gov.au/images/collection/pdf/RCDIG1069455--1-.pdf  Chapters 12 and 13 
First World War Official Histories Volume III – The Australian Imperial Force in France, 

1916 (12th edition, 1941) 

 

Battle at Fleurbaix 

In his articleThe worst night in Australian military history: Fromelles, posted on the Australian 

War memorial site, 
Friday 18 July 2008 by Peter Burness 

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=3279269
https://www.awm.gov.au/images/collection/pdf/RCDIG1069455--1-.pdf
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/AWMOHWW1
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/RCDIG1069752
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/RCDIG1069752
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Peter Burness sums up the preparation for the the battle, the conduct of the battle and the 

aftermath. 

 

Private Connor Private Connor Private Connor! Came the growing utterance from the darkness. 

The faint glow of consciousness returned growing brighter to reveal the pale image of a man: 

not a deity, but a man in a mask. The image was accompanied by a sharp pain in his chest that 

produced agonising pain with every shallow breath. The doctor on the amy battle field was 

doing his best to rectify mistakes of monarchs, political leaders and generals. 

For Mack it was a dream. The muted sound of battle faded 

his consciousness was now clearly on his acheing chest 

and back. The administered morphine relieved his pain 

and made him sleep.  
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http://www.sloanfamilyoz.net/Honour%20Roll.pptx%20Adrian%20Ambrose%20Connor.pdf 

 

State Library Vic 

http://digital.slv.vic.gov.au/view/action/nmets.do?DOCCHOICE=380866.xml&dvs=1464955879300~616
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&locale=en_AU&search_terms=&adjacency=&VIEWER_URL=/view/action/nmets.do?&DELIVERY_RULE_I

D=4&divType=&usePid1=true&usePid2=true 
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http://www.ww1westernfront.gov.au/fromelles/on-this-spot-australian-memorial-park-

fromelles/panorama-fromelles-battlefield.php 
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In the theatre of war in France and Flanders, the British hospitals were generally located near the 

coast. They needed to be close to a railway line, in order for casualties to arrive (although some also 

came by canal barge); they also needed to be near a port where men could be evacuated for longer-

term treatment in Britain.  

 

There were two types of Base Hospital, known as Stationary and General Hospitals. They were 

large facilities, often centred on some pre-war buildings such as seaside hotels. The hospitals grew 

hugely in number and scale throughout the war. Most of the hospitals moved very rarely until the 

larger movements of the armies in 1918 

From http://www.1914-1918.net/hospitals.htm 

 

http://www.1914-1918.net/hospitals.htm
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Adrian Ambrose Connor – Running Information 

 

 

https://ausrunning.net/marathons/search-runners.php?name=Adrian+Ambrose+Connor 

 

Also trove newpaper )ctober 10 1910 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/10467654 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/15160482 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/19699648 

https://ausrunning.net/marathons/search-runners.php?name=Adrian+Ambrose+Connor
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/10467654
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/15160482
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/19699648
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http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/15255286 

 

 

 

 
cEMETERY PICTURES FROM  

Historical Information 

In April 1915, No 6 Base Supply Depot was started at Calais to help relieve the pressure on 
Boulogne and to provide a base nearer to the front than Le Havre or Rouen. The base remained 
open until the last Commonwealth forces left France in March 1921.  
 
The 30th, 35th and 38th General Hospitals, No 9 British Red Cross Hospital and No 10 Canadian 
Stationary Hospital were also stationed in the town, providing about 2,500 beds. From May 1915 to 
March 1918, Commonwealth burials were made in Calais Southern Cemetery. Subsequent 
interments were made in the new military cemetery at Les Baraques. 
 
The cemetery now contains 721 First World War burials. 

 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/54000/CALAIS%20SOUTHERN%20CEMETERY 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/15255286
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http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/54000/CALAIS%20SOUTHERN%20CEMETERY 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/54000/CALAIS%20SOUTHERN%20CEMETERY
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Copyright 

1. Copyright and database rights in all material on this site are the property of the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission unless otherwise stated.  This material may be reproduced free of charge 
in any format or medium for personal use or for internal circulation at an educational establishment, 
provided it is not altered or used in a misleading context and the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission is acknowledged as the source of the material. 
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Historical Information 
In April 1915, No 6 Base Supply Depot was started at Calais to help relieve the pressure on 
Boulogne and to provide a base nearer to the front than Le Havre or Rouen. The base remained 
open until the last Commonwealth forces left France in March 1921.  
 
The 30th, 35th and 38th General Hospitals, No 9 British Red Cross Hospital and No 10 Canadian 
Stationary Hospital were also stationed in the town, providing about 2,500 beds. From May 1915 to 
March 1918, Commonwealth burials were made in Calais Southern Cemetery. Subsequent 
interments were made in the new military cemetery at Les Baraques. 
 
The cemetery now contains 721 First World War burials. There are also 224 burials of the Second 
World War, 56 of them unidentified, the majority dating from May 1940. 
 
The Commonwealth plot was designed by Sir Herbert Baker 

bROADMEADOWS TRAING CAMP 

http://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/globalassets/areas/librarieslib-4866/history/moreland-ww1-

exhibition-banner-4.pdf 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broadmeadows,_Victoria 

Broadmeadows was the site of the main camp for the reception and training of recruits for the AIF from 

Victoria early in the First World War. Broadmeadows had been identified as a possible site for military 

training in 1913, but no facilities had been established. The camp was established in August 1914 at 

"Mornington Park", a property loaned to the government by Mr R.G. Wilson. Early on, Broadmeadows 

was predominantly a tented camp and conditions were quite spartan. These facilities, combined with 

wet weather and poor drainage resulted in a rapid increase in sickness among recruits in autumn 1915. 

Public concern, fuelled by sensationalist press coverage, resulted in a decision in May 1915 to re-

establish the main Victorian training camp at Seymour, approximately 100 kilometres north of 

http://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/globalassets/areas/librarieslib-4866/history/moreland-ww1-exhibition-banner-4.pdf
http://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/globalassets/areas/librarieslib-4866/history/moreland-ww1-exhibition-banner-4.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broadmeadows,_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seymour,_Victoria
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Melbourne. Broadmeadows Camp remained in use throughout the war, however, with facilities being 

progressively improved 

https://www.awm.gov.au/search/all/?page=2&query=BROADMEADOWS%20TRAINING%20CAMP%20&

op=Search&format=list&rows=20&section[0]=collections 

Film link https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/F00164/ 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/search?q=broadmeadows+training+camp+ww1&biw=1093&bih=538&tbm

=isch&imgil=Qpdfd5-

9edD6jM%253A%253B7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fbooks.historia.com.au%

25252Fequal-to-the-task_v1-raasc%25252Fe1-p2_states%25252Fe1-

c9_sa.html&source=iu&pf=m&fir=Qpdfd5-

9edD6jM%253A%252C7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%252C_&usg=__dPjchMTWEwQHq3VhXkNgc02k1Es%3D&ved

=0ahUKEwjy8_jvoprNAhWEoZQKHd6KB-

oQyjcIWg&ei=qgZZV_L2OoTD0gTelZ7QDg#imgrc=POM68XyRFKVvJM%3A 

 

http://anzaccentenary.vic.gov.au/history/victorias-contribution-wwi/ 

https://www.awm.gov.au/search/all/?page=2&query=BROADMEADOWS%20TRAINING%20CAMP%20&op=Search&format=list&rows=20&section%5b0%5d=collections
https://www.awm.gov.au/search/all/?page=2&query=BROADMEADOWS%20TRAINING%20CAMP%20&op=Search&format=list&rows=20&section%5b0%5d=collections
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=broadmeadows+training+camp+ww1&biw=1093&bih=538&tbm=isch&imgil=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%253B7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fbooks.historia.com.au%25252Fequal-to-the-task_v1-raasc%25252Fe1-p2_states%25252Fe1-c9_sa.html&source=iu&pf=m&fir=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%252C7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%252C_&usg=__dPjchMTWEwQHq3VhXkNgc02k1Es%3D&ved=0ahUKEwjy8_jvoprNAhWEoZQKHd6KB-oQyjcIWg&ei=qgZZV_L2OoTD0gTelZ7QDg#imgrc=POM68XyRFKVvJM%3A
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=broadmeadows+training+camp+ww1&biw=1093&bih=538&tbm=isch&imgil=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%253B7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fbooks.historia.com.au%25252Fequal-to-the-task_v1-raasc%25252Fe1-p2_states%25252Fe1-c9_sa.html&source=iu&pf=m&fir=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%252C7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%252C_&usg=__dPjchMTWEwQHq3VhXkNgc02k1Es%3D&ved=0ahUKEwjy8_jvoprNAhWEoZQKHd6KB-oQyjcIWg&ei=qgZZV_L2OoTD0gTelZ7QDg#imgrc=POM68XyRFKVvJM%3A
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=broadmeadows+training+camp+ww1&biw=1093&bih=538&tbm=isch&imgil=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%253B7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fbooks.historia.com.au%25252Fequal-to-the-task_v1-raasc%25252Fe1-p2_states%25252Fe1-c9_sa.html&source=iu&pf=m&fir=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%252C7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%252C_&usg=__dPjchMTWEwQHq3VhXkNgc02k1Es%3D&ved=0ahUKEwjy8_jvoprNAhWEoZQKHd6KB-oQyjcIWg&ei=qgZZV_L2OoTD0gTelZ7QDg#imgrc=POM68XyRFKVvJM%3A
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=broadmeadows+training+camp+ww1&biw=1093&bih=538&tbm=isch&imgil=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%253B7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fbooks.historia.com.au%25252Fequal-to-the-task_v1-raasc%25252Fe1-p2_states%25252Fe1-c9_sa.html&source=iu&pf=m&fir=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%252C7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%252C_&usg=__dPjchMTWEwQHq3VhXkNgc02k1Es%3D&ved=0ahUKEwjy8_jvoprNAhWEoZQKHd6KB-oQyjcIWg&ei=qgZZV_L2OoTD0gTelZ7QDg#imgrc=POM68XyRFKVvJM%3A
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=broadmeadows+training+camp+ww1&biw=1093&bih=538&tbm=isch&imgil=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%253B7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fbooks.historia.com.au%25252Fequal-to-the-task_v1-raasc%25252Fe1-p2_states%25252Fe1-c9_sa.html&source=iu&pf=m&fir=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%252C7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%252C_&usg=__dPjchMTWEwQHq3VhXkNgc02k1Es%3D&ved=0ahUKEwjy8_jvoprNAhWEoZQKHd6KB-oQyjcIWg&ei=qgZZV_L2OoTD0gTelZ7QDg#imgrc=POM68XyRFKVvJM%3A
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=broadmeadows+training+camp+ww1&biw=1093&bih=538&tbm=isch&imgil=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%253B7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fbooks.historia.com.au%25252Fequal-to-the-task_v1-raasc%25252Fe1-p2_states%25252Fe1-c9_sa.html&source=iu&pf=m&fir=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%252C7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%252C_&usg=__dPjchMTWEwQHq3VhXkNgc02k1Es%3D&ved=0ahUKEwjy8_jvoprNAhWEoZQKHd6KB-oQyjcIWg&ei=qgZZV_L2OoTD0gTelZ7QDg#imgrc=POM68XyRFKVvJM%3A
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=broadmeadows+training+camp+ww1&biw=1093&bih=538&tbm=isch&imgil=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%253B7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fbooks.historia.com.au%25252Fequal-to-the-task_v1-raasc%25252Fe1-p2_states%25252Fe1-c9_sa.html&source=iu&pf=m&fir=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%252C7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%252C_&usg=__dPjchMTWEwQHq3VhXkNgc02k1Es%3D&ved=0ahUKEwjy8_jvoprNAhWEoZQKHd6KB-oQyjcIWg&ei=qgZZV_L2OoTD0gTelZ7QDg#imgrc=POM68XyRFKVvJM%3A
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=broadmeadows+training+camp+ww1&biw=1093&bih=538&tbm=isch&imgil=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%253B7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fbooks.historia.com.au%25252Fequal-to-the-task_v1-raasc%25252Fe1-p2_states%25252Fe1-c9_sa.html&source=iu&pf=m&fir=Qpdfd5-9edD6jM%253A%252C7dwfH9EvGZU7eM%252C_&usg=__dPjchMTWEwQHq3VhXkNgc02k1Es%3D&ved=0ahUKEwjy8_jvoprNAhWEoZQKHd6KB-oQyjcIWg&ei=qgZZV_L2OoTD0gTelZ7QDg#imgrc=POM68XyRFKVvJM%3A
http://anzaccentenary.vic.gov.au/history/victorias-contribution-wwi/
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https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C04147/ 

 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C04147/

